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CAST

(in order of appearance)

Sheila Tubman………………………………………………………….. Caitlyn Pickering
Mr. Tubman/Marty………………………………………………………. Joey Wilgenbusch
 

Mouse Ellis/Libby Tubman….….………………………………………. Caitlin Thurnauer
Mrs. Tubman…………..………………………………………………… Lara Gagrica
Stage Manager…………………………………………………………... Cynthia Hennon
Musical Numbers
           1.   GET AWAY!…………………………………………Cast

2.   BUMP IN THE NIGHT……………………………...Sheila, Mr. & Mrs. Tubman

3. I NEVER GET MY FACE WET…………………….Sheila, Marty & Cast

4. ADMIT IT……………………………………………. Mouse & Sheila

5. SWIMMING LESSON …………………………….. Marty

6. MAYBE TOMORROW………………………………Sheila

7. THE BIG FINAL TEST (or Sheila The Great!)……Cast

8. ADMIT IT (reprise)…………………………………..Sheila

9.   Finale: MAYBE TOMORROW (reprise)…………..Cast

Who’s Who__________________________________________

CAITLYN PICKERING (Sheila) owes a huge thank you to Judy Blume for most of her career.  Caitlyn is reprising the role of Sheila Tubman after touring last year in Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing presented by Two Beans Productions.  Prior to that, you may have seen her running around as a nine year-old boy in Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day.  Caitlyn has also appeared in The Winter's Tale Project at the New York Fringe Festival.  She would like to thank her amazing family and friends for being a constant support system and always knowing how to make her laugh until she cries!  Enjoy the show!!

JOEY WILGENBUSCH (Mr. Tubman/Marty), originally from Victor, Iowa, is a singer-actor based in New York City.  He has degrees in Vocal Performance from Iowa State University and the Eastman School of Music.  Joey’s vocal endeavors run the gamut: he is a member of Holy Trinity’s Bach Vespers series (which presents a different Bach cantata every week), was a 2010 Finalist in the Lotte Lenya Competition (which requires contestants to sing opera, music theater, and the works of Kurt Weill), and most recently appeared as the Pirate King in The Pirates of Penzance in a production at The Theater at Monmouth in Maine.  Some of his favorite music theater credits include Assassins, A Little Night Music, Carousel, and The Secret Garden.  He is thrilled to be touring with ArtsPower!
CAITLIN THURNAUER (Libby/Mouse) is thrilled to be performing in her first ArtsPower tour!  Some favorite roles include Andy in Toy Story the Musical (Disney Cruise Line), Junie B. Jones in Junie B. Jones and the Stupid Smelly Bus Tour (Random House Publishing), Martha Cratchit in A Christmas Carol (Personal Space Theatrics), and Lucy in You're a Good Man Charlie Brown (The Lexington Players).  She hails from Reading, Massachusetts and received her BFA in Musical Theatre from Syracuse University.  She would like to thank the entire ArtsPower creative team for giving her this awesome opportunity!  Also, big thanks to Mom, Dad, Brother Mike, my wifey, and Rebecca and her mook for their endless love and support.  

 LARA GAGRICA (Mrs. Tubman) has been singing and acting since she was eight years old!  Some of her favorite roles have been Amalia in She Loves Me, and Marian in The Music Man.  She also has performed in many children's theatre productions including Babe in Babe, the Sheep Pig, Puss in Puss in Boots, and Baby Girl in Free to Be You and Me!  Lara has a vocal performance degree from Michigan State University. "Thank you to my teachers, friends, and family for all their support, guidance, and love!" 

CYNTHIA HENNON (Stage Manager) Broadway: Equus (Production Assistant).  Off-Broadway:  Dear Edwina, original (PSM ).  New York: Reflections of  a Heart (PSM); A Streetcar Named Desire (PSM); Fat Camp (ASM), NYMF 2009; Broadway Bares 19.0 & 20 (ASM); 23rd Easter Bonnet Opening Number (ASM); Falling to Earth – Readings (SM). Other favorite shows: Berlin to Broadway (SM), Little Women the Musical (PSM), and Assassins (PSM).  Cynthia earned her Bachelors degree from University of the Pacific and holds a Masters degree from University of Cincinnati’s College-Conservatory of Music.

GARY BLACKMAN (Executive Producer) co-founded ArtsPower in 1985 with his identical twin brother, Mark.  Their Journey Into Jazz production was ArtsPower's cornerstone production and presented nearly 1,000 performances and artist residencies throughout much of the nation.  In 1989, they became an Actors' Equity Association producer of musicals and dramas.  Today, Gary serves as ArtsPower's managing director.  Gary received his Bachelor's degree in Psychology from Columbia College, Columbia University and earned a Master's degree in Music Education from the School of Music at Florida State University.  He is also a graduate of the Commercial Theatre Institute.  Gary, his wife Amy, and their daughter Emma live in Glen Ridge, New Jersey.

MARK BLACKMAN (Executive Producer) is ArtsPower’s founding co-director and currently serves as director of development.  He is a graduate of Columbia College, Columbia University and received his Masters of Music Education degree from Florida State University's School of Music.  He is also a graduate of the Commercial Theatre Institute.  Mark is responsible for ArtsPower’s fundraising and marketing efforts.  In a former life, Mark was a jazz saxophone player who was recognized by Downbeat magazine with a “db Student Recording Award” while at FSU.  In 1984, he was awarded a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts to study for a year with jazz recording artist Eddie Daniels.  Mark and his wife Leslie each have a daughter, Alyssa Blackman and Kelly Sutton-Skinner.  They all share their dog Alex in their Montclair, New Jersey home. 

GREG GUNNING (Artistic Director) hails from Chicago, Illinois and is the man behind ArtsPower’s on-stage magic.  He has written every ArtsPower production since 1989.  Greg auditions and rehearses ArtsPower’s theatre companies each semester in addition to creating at least one new production each year.  A graduate of the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music and a former actor, Greg has performed in 38 states across the country.
RICHARD DEROSA (Composer & Orchestrator) orchestrated the scores to ArtsPower's Fourscore and Seven Years Ago, Olympic Spirit: The Jesse Owens Story Beyond the Miracle, and The Silent Boy.  He composed and orchestrated the scores to ArtsPower's Jigsaw Jones, Anne of Green Gables, Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing Up on the Prairie, Terrifically Tilly, A Little Princess, Caddie Woodlawn, Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great, Salem Justice, Are You My Mother? Anastasia Krupnik, Highlights for Children, Hans Brinker & the Silver Skates, Lily's Crossing, The Little Engine That Could Earns Her Whistle, From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, Mike Mulligan & His Steam Shovel and The Rainbow Fish, Amber Brown is Not A Crayon, My Heart in A Suitcase and Harry the Dirty Dog.  Richard is a respected jazz drummer and arranger and has toured and recorded with jazz legend Gerry Mulligan, Susannah McCorkle, Jackie and Roy, and many other world-class jazz musicians.  He is a new faculty member at University of North Texas University where he teaches jazz composition and arranging.  Richard is also affiliated with Jazz at Lincoln Center as an arranger for Wynton Marsalis and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra.

FRED SORRENTINO (Costumer) has designed and built the costumes for ArtsPower’s Beyond the Miracle, Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing Up on the Prairie, Anne of Green Gables, Hans Brinker & the Silver Skates, A Little Princess, Terrifically Tilly, Salem Justice, Caddie Woodlawn, Are You My Mother? Anastasia Krupnik, Highlights for Children, Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great, Lily’s Crossing, The Little Engine That Could; Earns Her Whistle, From The Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, Mike Mulligan And His Steam Shovel, and The Rainbow Fish, Amber Brown is Not A Crayon, My Heart in A Suitcase, and Harry the Dirty Dog.  Fred is a gifted musician having earned a Bachelor’s degree in voice from Jersey City (NJ) State College.  A veteran performer in both operatic and musical theatre productions, Fred now maintains a busy schedule designing and building costumes.

ARTSPOWER NATIONAL TOURING THEATRE Celebrating our 25th anniversary in 2010, ArtsPower is one of America's largest and most respected producers of professional theatre for young and family audiences.  Founded by twin brothers Gary and Mark Blackman in 1985, ArtsPower has created 27 original musicals and plays that have been presented for more than 11 million people throughout 46 states and in the District of Columbia.  Based in Verona, New Jersey, ArtsPower hopes you enjoy today’s performance and invites you to share your comments with us at info@artspower.org.
Based on the book by JUDY BLUME








