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"SALEM JUSTICE"

CHARACTERS

Elizabeth Parris
                  

- about age 14

Abigail Williams

           

- about age 15; Elizabeth's cousin.

Reverend Samuel Parris

            - Elizabeth's father.

Goodwife Rebecca Thompkins
            - a teacher.

Sarah Goode




- a beggar woman.

TIME/PLACE

Salem Village, Massachusetts

1692

"Salem Justice"

Historical Note:

The Salem Witch Trials are based on fact. The

characters of Elizabeth Parris, Reverend Samuel

Parris, Abigail Williams, and Sarah Goode are

based on real historical persons. Some of the

actual transcripts of the trials have been used.

The character of Rebecca Thompkins is a composite

of the people who spoke out against the trials at

the time.

"Sometimes,...

Children's voices sing so sweet,

that truth gets trampled under feet.

How sad when others know they're wrong

and blindly choose to sing along."

ELIZABETH PARIS and ABIGAIL WILLIAMS are two young girls (teens) who had been caught by the REVEREND PARRIS (ELIZABETH’s father/ABBY’s uncle) disobeying the religious holy laws of 1692 Puritan Salem Village.  (i.e., they were caught fortune telling, dancing and ELIZABETH was reading a forbidden book.  In fact, Elizabeth had been forbidden to learn to read at all – but had secretly been taught by her mentor and teacher:  Goodwife Rebecca.)

To take the blame off herself and thus avoid punishment, ABIGAIL (over ELIZABETH’s objections) had come up with the lie that they weren’t misbehaving, but that it was witchcraft controlling them that had forced them to be bad.  ABIGAIL has already named the names of several women in Salem who she claims are witches.  The REVEREND PARRIS (already eager to find witchcraft in town) has called for the arrest of the supposed witches.  ELIZABETH is appalled and worried that ABBY’s lies are going too far; but has been afraid to speak up.

ELIZABETH is warm-hearted, hungry for an education, a loving and obedient daughter to her severe father.  She loves to read and write in her diary.  Unfortunately, she can sometimes allow herself to be pushed around by the strong-willed Abigail.  Also, her health has always been rather delicate.

ABIGAIL is very street-smart; intuitive; a restless spirit; mischievous; easily bored; hungry for excitement, fun, respect and notoriety.  Unfortunately, lately she is becoming more devious, manipulative and mean spirited. 

                                    SCENE: ELIZABETH’S BEDROOM.

                                    (ELIZABETH & ABBY are there – arguing.)






ELIZABETH

(quickly) (upset/worried/agitated)

Abby, they’re talking trials!  People could get hurt!






ABBY (dismissing her)

No one’s going to get hurt.






ELIZABETH

(resolved)

I’m going to tell!






ABBY 

(strong/firm)

No, you’re not!






ELIZABETH 

Yes, I am!






ABBY 

(vehement)

No, you’re not!  You’re not going to ruin this for me!






ELIZABETH 

Ruin what?






ABBY 

(impassioned)

This is my one big chance to be somebody!  I’m important – treated with respect!  And you’re not going to take that away!






ELIZABETH 

(strong)

I don’t care!  You’re faking and I’m telling!



(ELIZABETH starts to exit)






ABBY 

(quickly) (a threat)

Then guess who’s next!






ELIZABETH 

(stops) (leery)

What?






ABBY 



(pretending to ask an innocent question)

“Oh, who could have taught our poor little Betty how to read heathen books?!”






ELIZABETH 

(horrified at this veiled threat)

Abigail, no!  You must never say that!






ABBY 

(acting innocent)

Oh?






ELIZABETH

I promised Goodwife Rebecca no one would ever find out!






ABBY 

(blackmail) (acting sweet/innocent)

Oh, dear cousin – I would never say a word.



(pause)



(They look at each other.)



(ELIZABETH thinks.)



(ELIZABETH is trapped/frustrated.)



(She finally decides to give in and go along with Abby.)






ELIZABETH 

(relents, but reluctant)

All right.






ABBY

What?






ELIZABETH

I won’t tell.






ABBY 

(tough)

That’s better.

ELIZABETH

For now! – but this is going to end!






ABBY

Of course.






ELIZABETH 

(worried)

Before someone gets hurt.






ABBY (excited)

No one’s going to get hurt.  This is going to be fun!






ELIZABETH (doubtful)

Fun?






ABBY 

(planning)(smiles- envisioning the whole scene)

Think of all the people there – just to see us!






ELIZABETH

(still trying to come up with some way out of this lie)

And we’ll tell the court that we…we…we just made a mistake.






ABBY 

(sarcastic/derogatory)

A mistake?






ELIZABETH 

(desperately searching)

We named the wrong names, and…and… now we’re not sure.






ABBY 

(disgusted)

Oh, you are so weak.  You’ll crack.






ELIZABETH

(suddenly feeling sick)

I don’t feel well.






ABBY 

(more to herself) (angered)

I wish I only had Anne Putnam in on this – and not you.






ELIZABETH 

(feeling sick/unnerved/worried/confused)

I think I’m going to go lay down for a little while.






ABBY 

(mocking her) (acidly sweet/hateful)

Oh yes, Betty dear – why don’t you go lay down for a little while.




(ELIZABETH lays down on the bed.)




(ABBY thinks, while…)




END OF SCENE.
