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mblackman@artspower.org
WITH ONE-OF-A-KIND WHIMSY AND EYE-CATCHING APPEAL, ARTSPOWER’S MUSICAL THE RAINBOW FISH SHINES

The Rainbow Fish, Marcus Pfister’s best-selling tale, has delighted children since its publication in 1992 with its shimmering foil-stamped illustrations and simple yet compelling storyline.  Now this beloved book has been adapted for the musical stage by ArtsPower National Touring Theatre, one of America’s leading producers of professional theatre for young people and their families.  The Rainbow Fish is bound to be enjoyed by both the young and the young-at-heart.  [NAME OF PRESENTER] is presenting this original production on [DATES] at [SITE].  For ticket information, please call [PHONE NUMBER].


Of all the creatures in the ocean, the Rainbow Fish is by far the most beautiful.  Her special iridescent scales make her the envy of all she sees, and she couldn’t be happier about it; since she is special, surely everyone will admire her.  So when the other fish ask her to share her scales with them, she naturally refuses.  Why would she ever sacrifice the one thing that makes her unique?


Suddenly, the Rainbow Fish notices that no one seems to be interested in her anymore.  She is all alone, and it’s no use being good-looking if no one takes any notice.  At a loss, she decides to seek help from the wise old octopus.  Her advice?  In order to find happiness, she must give away some of her shining scales.  Only then will she be accepted by the other fish.


This suggestion seems odd, but the Rainbow Fish makes up her mind to give it a try.  So when a little blue fish makes a request for just one tiny scale, the Rainbow Fish grits her proverbial teeth and consents.  To her surprise, letting others partake of her splendor feels much better than hoarding it!  Soon all the fish in the sea have lovely scales, and the Rainbow Fish learns that the path to true friendship can be found through generosity.  


The Rainbow Fish was adapted for the stage by ArtsPower’s Artistic Director Greg Gunning, who also wrote the lyrics and directed the production.  Composer/orchestrator Richard DeRosa created the original Broadway-style score.     
Mark and Gary Blackman founded ArtsPower in 1985 and have been steering its course ever since.  ArtsPower has grown into one of America’s largest and most active producers of professional theatre for young and family audiences. Its 26 professional touring productions have been seen by nine million people in 46 states – from Alaska to Florida – in some of the nation’s top regional theatres, university auditoriums, and cultural centers, including The Kennedy Center in Washington, DC and Lincoln Center in New York.    

 “At ArtsPower, we are committed to enriching children’s lives through the performing arts,” said executive producer Gary Blackman.  “By introducing our audiences to enthusiastic characters like Laura, children can see new possibilities in life and in themselves.”

Filling out ArtsPower’s touring roster for the season are: From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler; Harry the Dirty Dog; Laura Ingalls Wilder; Are You My Mother?; Four Score and Seven Years Ago; Jigsaw Jones and the Case of the Class Clown; and My Heart in a Suitcase.
For more information on the Verona, New Jersey-based company or any of its programs, please call toll-free 1.888.278.7769 or visit ArtsPower’s website at www.artspower.org.

Note to editors: Downloadable images of ArtsPower’s musical productions are available at www.artspower.org.  To request a hard copy photo or to arrange an interview with Gary Blackman, Mark Blackman, or Greg Gunning, please contact ArtsPower at 973.239.0100.
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