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ARTSPOWER’S MY HEART IN A SUITCASE TELLS THE STORY OF A CHILD’S COURAGE IN TIME OF WAR


While every student in America learns about World War II, not many people these days remember the Kindertransport.  Not many know that in 1938, as the Nazi rise to power began to spell a darker and darker fate for Jews, thousands of Jewish children were sent to Britain out of Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Austria.  These children were forced to leave behind their parents, their homes, and everything they knew and loved; most of them would never see their mothers and fathers again.  Anne L. Fox was one of these children.  She left on the Kindertransport when she was twelve years old.  Years later, she would record her experiences in a book called My Heart in a Suitcase.  Now ArtsPower National Touring Theatre is bringing Ms. Fox’s moving autobiography to the stage; this original and compelling drama premiered in 2005, ArtsPower’s 20th anniversary year.

Anne and her family no longer feel safe in their Berlin home.  Life in Germany is changing all too quickly; in order to protect their daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Fox may have to say goodbye to her forever.  Now Anne must struggle to bring meaning out of despair, to cling to love and hope even in a world that seems to be filled with hatred and violence.  

The result is a gripping and poignant production, a tribute to the strength of the human spirit.  ArtsPower hopes to touch the hearts and minds of old and young alike by adapting a survivor’s story, to inspire audiences to learn and read more about the Holocaust by weaving an emotional bond through art.  As they show young people what happened in Germany and in other occupied nations prior to and during World War II – and how a heroine survives thanks to her own courage and the generosity of others – ArtsPower will teach them lessons which are invaluable, especially in a country which holds particularly dear the freedoms of its citizens.  The ultimate goal is to motivate children not only to appreciate reading and the theatre but also to love and respect all their fellow-humans.

My Heart in a Suitcase is adapted and directed by artistic director Greg Gunning.  Mr. Gunning has been behind nearly every ArtsPower show, including such perpetual favorites as Laura Ingalls Wilder and Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great.


Mark and Gary Blackman founded ArtsPower in 1985 and have been steering its course ever since.  ArtsPower has grown into one of America’s premiere producers of professional Equity theatre for young and family audiences, the second-largest such company in the nation. Its 22 professional touring productions have been seen by nearly seven million people in 46 states – from Alaska to Florida – in some of the nation’s top cultural centers, including the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC and Lincoln Center in New York.


In addition to My Heart in a Suitcase, ArtsPower is pleased to present our new productions for the 2007-2008 season:  the musicals Madeline and the Bad Hat and Fish Face.
Filling out ArtsPower’s touring roster for the season are: From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler; Salem Justice; Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates; Harry the Dirty Dog; Laura Ingalls Wilder; The Rainbow Fish; Madeline and the Bad Hat, Fish Face and Lily’s Crossing.
For more information on the Montclair, New Jersey-based company or any of its programs, please call toll-free 1.888.278.7769 or visit ArtsPower’s website at www.artspower.org.

Note to editors: Downloadable images of ArtsPower’s musical productions are available at www.artspower.org.  To request a hard copy photo or to arrange an interview with Gary Blackman, Mark Blackman, or Greg Gunning, please contact ArtsPower at 973.744.0909.
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