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KIDS CRACK A MUSEUM MYSTERY IN ARTSPOWER’S THE MIXED-UP FILES OF MRS. BASIL E. FRANKWEILER


A quest for romance and adventure turns into a journey of self-discovery when Claudia Kincaid and her brother Jamie decide to run away from home.  Their final destination – the Metropolitan Museum of Art – will introduce them to an intriguing mystery and to the most unusual friend either of them has ever made.  This original ArtsPower production, based upon the book by E.L. Konigsburg, is being presented by [NAME OF PRESENTER] on [DATES] at [SITE].  For ticket information, please call [PHONE NUMBER].


Claudia isn’t sure exactly why she needs to get away from her highly structured home life, but she does know one thing:  she’s going to take full advantage of her stay at the Met by learning absolutely everything there is to know about art.  But even ambitious Claudia consents to narrow her focus when she and Jamie come across Angel, a small marble statue newly arrived at the museum; they set out to prove that Angel is actually the work of Michaelangelo Buonarroti.


As they research Angel’s background, the Kincaids conclude that Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, the previous owner of the statue, must hold a vital clue.  Spending the last of their carefully-saved funds to get to her house, they find an eccentric, strong-minded lady who seems less than thrilled when she discovers the object of their visit.  Despite her gruff demeanor, however, Mrs. Frankweiler gives Claudia and Jamie what they were looking for all along:  the responsibility of making important discoveries for themselves.  It is up to the brother-sister team to solve the mystery of Angel…and to find out if their adventure was worthwhile.


From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler was adapted and directed by artistic director Greg Gunning.  Mr. Gunning has been behind nearly every ArtsPower show, including such perpetual favorites as Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing Up on the Prairie and Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great.

Mark and Gary Blackman, former jazz musicians and artists-in-residence, founded ArtsPower in 1985 and have been steering its course ever since.  ArtsPower has grown into one of America’s premiere producers of professional Equity theatre for young and family audiences, the second largest such company in the nation. Its 23 professional touring productions have been seen by more than five million people in 45  states - from Alaska to Florida - in some of the nation’s top cultural centers, including the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC and the Lincoln Center in New York.   


“E.L. Konigsburg adopts a somewhat unusual tone,” says executive producer Mark Blackman.  “Unlike some children’s books, there is absolutely no condescension here.  We think Claudia will charm audiences because she is so genuine and believable.”


In addition to From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, ArtsPower is pleased to present our new productions for the 2007-2008 season:  the musicals Madeline and the Bad Hat and Fish Face.
Filling out ArtsPower’s touring roster for the season are: My Heart in a Suitcase; Salem Justice; Hans Brinker’s Christmas; Harry the Dirty Dog; Laura Ingalls Wilder; The Rainbow Fish; Lily’s Crossing; and Dance Asia, featuring Ms. Qi Shu Fang.
For more information on the Montclair, New Jersey-based company or any of its programs, please call toll-free 1-888-278-7769 or visit ArtsPower’s website at www.artspower.org.

Note to editors: Downloadable images of ArtsPower’s musical productions are available at www.artspower.org.  To request a hard copy photo or to arrange an interview with Gary Blackman, Mark Blackman, or Greg Gunning, please contact ArtsPower at (973) 744-0909.
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