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ARTSPOWER BRINGS PATRICIA REILLY GIFF’S NOVEL TO THE STAGE IN A COMPELLING NEW DRAMA 

The rewards of honesty and the inspiring strength of love and friendship are depicted in Lily’s Crossing, an original dramatic production of ArtsPower National Touring Theatre. Lily Mollahan, a young girl growing up during World War II, changes her outlook on life when she meets the orphaned Hungarian refugee Albert. Lily’s Crossing will be presented by [NAME OF PRESENTER] on [DATES] at [SITE]. For ticket information, please call [PHONE NUMBER]. 

The year is 1944, the place New York’s Rockaway Beach. For as long as she can remember, Lily has spent summer vacations here with her father (“Poppy”) and her grandmother (“Gram”). Sadly, Lily’s memories do not include her mother, who died when Lily was only a few years old. Lily looks forward to arriving at her ocean haven, where she can visit her friends Margaret and Eddie and where, it seems, nothing ever changes. 

This year, though, things are different. Eddie has gone overseas and is missing in action; Margaret and her family move away. But Lily starts to feel truly abandoned when her 

beloved Poppy leaves for Europe after deciding that he, too, must fight for the Allies. She and the refugee Albert begin to form an unlikely bond after discovering that they share important common ground. Albert also has a loved one whom he misses: his sister Ruth was left behind in France. 

Lily betrays Albert’s trust when she tells a lie that may put both of their lives in danger. Now she must fight not only to bring her father safely home, but also to regain the confidence of her best friend. 
Lily’s Crossing, which tours in regional theatres, cultural centers, and schools throughout America, was adapted and directed by ArtsPower’s artistic director Greg Gunning. Author Patricia Reilly Giff has written of her novel, which was awarded the Newbery Medal for children’s literature, “Lily’s Crossing was about my childhood…the book is fiction, but it’s based on so much that I did do. I am Lily; I am the grandmother…and Albert is a composite of many boys in my life when I was growing up.” 

Mark and Gary Blackman founded ArtsPower in 1985 and have been steering its course ever since. ArtsPower has grown into one of America’s premiere producers of professional Equity theatre for young and family audiences, the second-largest such company in the nation. Its 23 professional touring productions have been seen by nearly seven million people in 45 states - from Alaska to Florida - in some of the nation’s top cultural centers, including The Kennedy Center in Washington, DC and Lincoln Center in New York. 

More than anything, we want to make a difference in the way children see the world,” says executive producer Mark Blackman. “Kids relate to characters like Lily and Albert, and ArtsPower has succeeded in its mission if those kids can walk out of the theatre with a better idea of how to lead meaningful lives.” 


In addition to Lily’s Crossing, ArtsPower is pleased to present our new productions for the 2007-2008 season:  the musicals Madeline and the Bad Hat and Fish Face.
Filling out ArtsPower’s touring roster for the season are: From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler; My Heart in a Suitcase; Salem Justice; Hans Brinker’s Christmas; Harry the Dirty Dog; Laura Ingalls Wilder; The Rainbow Fish; and Dance Asia, featuring Ms. Qi Shu Fang.
For more information on the Montclair, New Jersey-based company or any of its programs, please call toll-free 1.888.278.7769 or visit ArtsPower’s website at www.artspower.org. 
Note to editors: Downloadable images of ArtsPower’s musical productions are available at www.artspower.org. To request a hard copy photo or to arrange an interview with Gary Blackman, Mark Blackman, or Greg Gunning, please contact ArtsPower at 973.744.0909. 
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