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Cast
FOUR SOCRE AND SEVEN YEARS AGO Who’s Who

SPENCER CASE  (Jacob) grew up in sunny Los Angeles, California.  His love for singing began at an early age when he performed with the Paulist Boy Choristers, a professional boys' choir.  This afforded him the opportunity to sing with the Los Angeles Philharmonic on the Jay Leno Show, and on the soundtrack to “Good Will Hunting.”  His love for theater developed by performing in high school theater and traveling twice with his high school to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.  The last four years he has spent getting his B.A. in English at Princeton University.  At Princeton, he toured the country performing with the Princeton Triangle Club, one of the oldest collegiate original musical theater groups, as well as touring the world with the Princeton Nassoons, an all male a cappella group, performing in Switzerland, Germany, Bermuda, Brazil, and all over the United States, including a performance at the White House.  Favorite recent roles include The Balladeer in Assassins, Bobby in Urinetown: The Musical, Frankie Epps in Parade, and Lieut. Cable in South Pacific.  After graduating last year from Princeton, Spencer has made the move to New York City to pursue theater.
JOHN GRIECO (Sergeant Hitchborne/General Pickett) is a 2009 graduate of Fordham College at Lincoln Center where he studied Computer Science.  Regional credits include Billy Bigelow in Carousel and Joe in The Most Happy Fella.  New York credits include a workshop of Finian’s Rainbow at the Irish Rep and Martha at the Liederkranz Opera Theatre.  He would like to thank his family and friends for their support.  www.johngrieco.com
JACIE OSTICK (Mrs. McIlheny) is thrilled to be making her ArtsPower debut.  This past summer, she played Matilda in All Shook Up at the Bucks County Playhouse.  Jackie also played Margaret and Dogberry in the Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival's touring production of Much Ado About Nothing.  Other past credits include Ms. Darbus in High School Musical, General Cartwright in Guys and Dolls, Joanie in The Full Monty, and Mrs. O'Malley in Funny Girl.  Jackie holds a B.A. in theatre from DeSales University.  Love and thanks to her family and friends, especially Mom and Dad!

JARED WIETBOCK (Lemuel) holds a B.F.A. in Musical Theatre Performance from Catawba College and is thrilled to be making his debut with ArtsPower this season.  Favorite past roles include Bud Frump in How to Succeed . . ., Hud in Hair,  Man #1 in I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change, and Ensemble roles in Ragtime, Sweeney Todd, and Pippin.  Jared would like to thank his Mom, friends, and family for all of their love and support.
FRAN ACUNA (Stage Manager) feels truly blessed to be a part of such a wonderful organization.  A million thanks to the ArtsPower team for giving her the opportunity to give back to the community in a way that is truly enjoyable!  Also thanks to her cast for being all-around wonderful people.  Other stage managing credits include: The New York International Fringe Festival, Manhattan Repertory's Winterfest, New York City's Looking Glass Theater, and other Off- and Off-Off Broadway productions.
GARY BLACKMAN (Executive Producer) co-founded ArtsPower in 1985 with his identical twin brother, Mark.  Their Journey Into Jazz production was ArtsPower's cornerstone production and presented nearly 1,000 performances and artist residencies throughout much of the nation.  In 1989, they became an Actors' Equity Association producer of musicals and dramas.  Today, Gary serves as ArtsPower's managing director.  Gary received his Bachelor's degree in Psychology from Columbia College, Columbia University and earned a Master's degree in Music Education from the School of Music at Florida State University.  He is also a graduate of the Commercial Theatre Institute.  Gary, his wife Amy, and their daughter Emma live in Glen Ridge, New Jersey.
MARK BLACKMAN (Executive Producer) is ArtsPower’s founding co-director and currently serves as director of development.  He is a graduate of Columbia College, Columbia University and received his Masters of Music Education degree from Florida State University's School of Music.  He is also a graduate of the Commercial Theatre Institute.  Mark is responsible for ArtsPower’s fundraising and marketing efforts.  In a former life, Mark was a jazz saxophone player who was recognized by Downbeat magazine with a “db Student Recording Award” while at FSU.  In 1984, he was awarded a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts to study for a year with jazz recording artist Eddie Daniels.  Mark and his wife Leslie each have a daughter, Alyssa Blackman and Kelly Sutton-Skinner.  They all share their dog Alex in their Montclair, New Jersey home. 

GREG GUNNING (Artistic Director) hails from Chicago, Illinois and is the man behind ArtsPower’s on-stage magic.  He has written every ArtsPower production since 1989.  Greg auditions and rehearses ArtsPower’s theatre companies each semester in addition to creating at least one new production each year.  A graduate of the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music and a former actor, Greg has performed in 38 states across the country.
RICHARD DEROSA (Composer & Orchestrator) orchestrated the scores to ArtsPower's Fourscore and Seven Years Ago, Olympic Spirit: The Jesse Owens Story Beyond the Miracle, and The Silent Boy.  He composed and orchestrated the scores to ArtsPower's Jigsaw Jones, Anne of Green Gables, Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing Up on the Prairie, Terrifically Tilly, A Little Princess, Caddie Woodlawn, Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great, Salem Justice, Are You My Mother? Anastasia Krupnik, Highlights for Children, Hans Brinker & the Silver Skates, Lily's Crossing, The Little Engine That Could Earns Her Whistle, From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, Mike Mulligan & His Steam Shovel and The Rainbow Fish, Amber Brown is Not A Crayon, My Heart in A Suitcase and Harry the Dirty Dog.  Richard is a respected jazz drummer and arranger and has toured and recorded with jazz legend Gerry Mulligan, Susannah McCorkle, Jackie and Roy, and many other world-class jazz musicians.  He is a tenured faculty member at William Paterson University's School of Music in Wayne, New Jersey where he teaches composition, arranging, and jazz improvisation.  Richard is also affiliated with Jazz at Lincoln Center as an arranger for Wynton Marsalis and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra.  He recently began teaching an orchestration class in the jazz department at the Juilliard School.

FRED SORRENTINO (Costumer) has designed and built the costumes for ArtsPower’s Beyond the Miracle, Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing Up on the Prairie, Anne of Green Gables, Hans Brinker & the Silver Skates, A Little Princess, Terrifically Tilly, Salem Justice, Caddie Woodlawn, Are You My Mother? Anastasia Krupnik, Highlights for Children, Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great, Lily’s Crossing, The Little Engine That Could; Earns Her Whistle, From The Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, Mike Mulligan And His Steam Shovel, and The Rainbow Fish, Amber Brown is Not A Crayon, My Heart in A Suitcase, and Harry the Dirty Dog.  Fred is a gifted musician having earned a Bachelor’s degree in voice from Jersey City (NJ) State College.  A veteran performer in both operatic and musical theatre productions, Fred now maintains a busy schedule designing and building costumes.

ARTSPOWER NATIONAL TOURING THEATRE Celebrating our 24th anniversary in 2009, ArtsPower is one of America's largest and most respected producers of professional theatre for young and family audiences.  Founded by twin brothers Gary and Mark Blackman in 1985, ArtsPower has created 27 original musicals and plays that have been presented for more than 11 million people throughout 46 states and in the District of Columbia.  ArtsPower premiered its newest musical, Jigsaw Jones: The Case of the Class Clown, in October 2009.   Based in Verona, New Jersey, ArtsPower hopes you enjoy today’s performance and invites you to share your comments with us at info@artspower.org.






