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ARTSPOWER’S PRESENTATION OF “DANCE ASIA” IS AN EXPLOSION OF MIME, ACROBATICS AND DANCE


With a flash of flags and a swirl of ribbons, the timeless excitement and power of Chinese Peking Opera fills the stage in ArtsPower National Touring Theatre's production of Dance Asia, being presented by [Name of Presenter] at [Site] on [Date]. The performance begins at [Time]. Starring two of China's most renowned dancers, Ms. Qi Shu Fang and Mr. Ding Mei Kui, Dance Asia introduces young audiences to Chinese culture through the universal arts of mime, acrobatics and dance.  For ticket information, call [Phone number].


Based on ancient Chinese legends, ArtsPower's Dance Asia opens with a 

traditional ribbon dance.  Four performers with dancing red ribbons herald a 

celebration that is said to bring good fortune.  The next dance, entitled "Fighting in the Dark," is a humorous tale told through carefully-choreographed martial arts.  The arts of mime and acrobatics are cleverly illustrated in a segment from "The Monkey King," while "The Fan Dance" features the graceful artistry of Ms. Qi. The finale for Dance Asia is "The Fox Spirit," featuring a thrilling battle scene with flying swords and bouncing sticks kicked through the air. The audience is invited to participate by vocalizing its approval in Chinese.    


ArtsPower's Dance Asia features authentic Chinese costumes, make-up, and traditional music.  Each of the four performers plays many parts – human, animal and spirit – demonstrating a wide range of skill and versatility.  The production was choreographed by Ms. Qi, who began her martial arts and dance training in Shanghai as a young child.  As one of China’s most recognized celebrities, she has performed around the world and has entertained delighted audiences – including heads of state – throughout Europe and Asia.

Dance Asia premiered in 1992 as ArtsPower's Asian Dance Garden; the enhanced production now on tour joined the ArtsPower repertoire in the fall of 1997.  

Mark and Gary Blackman founded ArtsPower in 1985 and have been steering its course ever since.  ArtsPower has grown into one of America’s premiere producers of professional Equity theatre for young and family audiences, the second-largest such company in the nation. Its 22 professional touring productions have been seen by nearly seven million people in 46 states – from Alaska to Florida – in some of the nation’s top cultural centers, including The Kennedy Center in Washington, DC and Lincoln Center in New York.    .    

“Introducing young audiences to the performing arts of another country

helps them recognize that along with the differences between cultures, there are also remarkable similarities between people,” said Mark Blackman, executive producer.

Filling out ArtsPower’s touring roster for the 2008-2009 season are: Fish Face, Judy Blume’s Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great, Amber Brown is not a Crayon, A Little Princess Christmas, My Heart in a Suitcase, Harry the Dirty Dog, The Rainbow Fish, Four Score and Seven Years Ago and From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler..
For more information on the Montclair, New Jersey-based company or any of its programs, please call toll-free 1.888.278.7769 or visit ArtsPower’s website at www.artspower.org.

Note to editors: Downloadable images of ArtsPower’s musical productions are available at www.artspower.org.  To request a hard copy photo or to arrange an interview with Gary Blackman, Mark Blackman, or Greg Gunning, please contact ArtsPower at 973.744.0909.
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