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Gary W. Blackman and Mark A. Blackman, Executive Producers

Greg Gunning, Artistic Director

presents

AMBER BROWN 
IS NOT A CRAYON

Based on the book by Paula Danziger
with




Stacie Gogo


        Laura Hankin



Jeremy Lagunas

Elizabeth Wharton
Stage Manager

Katherine White
Adaptation and Lyrics by Greg Gunning

Music and Orchestrations by Richard DeRosa

Directed by Andrew Dawson
Costumes by Fred Sorrentino

Set Construction by Tom Carroll Scenery 

Incidental Music by Ron Drotos

CAST

Amber Brown







Laura Hankin
Justin Daniels







Jeremy Lagunas
Hannah Burton







Stacie Gogo
Mrs. Daniels/Mrs. Brown/ Mrs. Cohen




Elizabeth Wharton
Stage Manager 







Katherine White
MUSICAL NUMBERS

Lyrics by Greg Gunning

Music and Orchestrations by Richard DeRosa

Time To Fly! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amber & Cast

Time To Fly! (Reprise) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cast

Gross!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
  Justin & Amber

Such an Interesting House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  Justin, Amber &

     






 


 Cast

Gross! (Reprise) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amber & Justin

Jasper Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Justin & Cast

I’m Not Talking to Him .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amber

No One’s Gonna Leave Me Anymore. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amber

Last Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amber

Gross! (Reprise) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Justin & Amber

Time To Fly! (Finale) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amber & Cast

This production is based on AMBER BROWN IS NOT A CRAYON by Paula Danziger. 

Text copyright © 1994 by Paula Danziger. Published by Penguin Group (USA), Inc. 
Presented under an exclusive agreement. All rights reserved. 

AMBER BROWN IS NOT A CRAYON Who’s Who




LAURA HANKIN (Amber Brown) is thrilled to make her ArtsPower debut! Born and raised in Washington DC, she moved to New York City in the fall of 2010 after graduating from Princeton University. Favorite past shows include My Fair Lady (Eliza), The Glass Menagerie (Laura), and Peter Pan (First Twin Lost Boy).
JEREMY LAGUNAS (Justin Daniels) is thrilled to be a part of Amber Brown is Not A Crayon! A Colorado native and graduate of the American Musical and Dramatic Academy, he is thrilled to be on the road with such a great piece doing what he loves to do.  Past credits include: Hello, Dolly!, Ampersand: A Romeo and Juliet Story Act I and II, Dismissing Robert Fink, and Urinetown, The Musical. He would like to extend his gratitude to the whole Amber team both on and off stage, to ArtsPower for this amazing opportunity, to his family for always supporting him in whatever he does, to his friends for laughing at his antics, to his dog who has never attended a show but is his best audience, and especially to his mother who always listens and is always there as the voice of reason. His one piece of advice he would like to extend to everyone young or old is: no matter how hold you get or how hard your life may seem, never lose your imagination. Visit Jeremy at www.jeremymichaellagunas.com.
 
STACIE GOGO (Hannah Burton) was last seen in New York City in an Off-Broadway production of Cabaret in March 2010. Her professional career in theatre began in 2007 when she was chosen for an internship with Weathervane Repertory Theatre in New Hampshire. There, she performed as Tinkerbell in Peter Pan, and in the title role in The Woman in Black. Stacie was also a part of the Patchwork Players, a children's theatre troupe in which all of the Weathervane interns participated. In 2008, she graduated from Wilkes University with a B.A. in Musical Theatre and a minor in Dance. Upon graduation, Stacie worked with Texas Family Musicals, performing in such shows as All Shook Up and Annie Get Your Gun. For all of 2009, she was in the Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania singing and dancing to the classics of the 1970's in the Joey Casella Production, Crusin' Into the '70s. Stacie is thrilled to be a part of the cast of Amber Brown is Not A Crayon!  She would like to thank ArtsPower for giving her this phenomenal opportunity, and her family and friends for their never ending love and support.

ELIZABETH WHARTON (Mrs. Daniels/ Mrs. Brown/ Mrs. Cohen) is ecstatic to be part of this talented team! A proud alumnae of Michigan State University, Elizabeth recently performed in Yearbook: A High School Musical at New York City's Roy Arias Theater, wrote and starred in the musical revue What a Piece of Work is Man at the Women's Interart Annex, and has performed at various cabaret venues throughout the city. See www.ElizabethWharton.com for more info and embarrassing YouTube videos. Thanks to family and friends for all their support!

KATHERINE WHITE (Stage Manager) is a recent graduate of NYU's Tisch School of the Arts Theater Production Track and has worked in many aspects of the theater world from management to lighting to set design. Her most recent projects include assistant lighting design for The Hurricane Katrina Comedy Festival at the New York City Fringe Festival and Fringe Festival Encore Series; Production Manager for The Dybbuk with acclaimed British Director Julia Pascal; Production Assistant for Lincoln Center's The Grand Manner; and Production Assistant for Green Day's American Idiot on Broadway.
GARY BLACKMAN (Executive Producer) co-founded ArtsPower in 1985 with his identical twin brother, Mark.  Their Journey Into Jazz production was ArtsPower's cornerstone production and presented nearly 1,000 performances and artist residencies throughout much of the nation.  In 1989, they became an Actors' Equity Association producer of musicals and dramas.  Today, Gary serves as ArtsPower's managing director.  Gary received his Bachelor's degree in Psychology from Columbia College, Columbia University and earned a Master's degree in Music Education from the School of Music at Florida State University.  He is also a graduate of the Commercial Theatre Institute.  Gary, his wife Amy, and their daughter Emma live in Glen Ridge, New Jersey.
MARK BLACKMAN (Executive Producer) is ArtsPower’s founding co-director and currently serves as director of development.  He is a graduate of Columbia College, Columbia University and received his Masters of Music Education degree from Florida State University's School of Music.  He is also a graduate of the Commercial Theatre Institute.  Mark is responsible for ArtsPower’s fundraising and marketing efforts.  In a former life, Mark was a jazz saxophone player who was recognized by Downbeat magazine with a “db Student Recording Award” while at FSU.  In 1984, he was awarded a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts to study for a year with jazz recording artist Eddie Daniels.  Mark and his wife Leslie each have a daughter, Alyssa Blackman and Kelly Sutton-Skinner.  They all share their dog Alex in their Montclair, New Jersey home. 

GREG GUNNING (Artistic Director) hails from Chicago, Illinois and is the man behind ArtsPower’s on-stage magic.  He has written every ArtsPower production since 1989.  Greg auditions and rehearses ArtsPower’s theatre companies each semester in addition to creating at least one new production each year.  A graduate of the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music and a former actor, Greg has performed in 38 states across the country.
RICHARD DEROSA (Composer & Orchestrator) orchestrated the scores to ArtsPower's Fourscore and Seven Years Ago, Olympic Spirit: The Jesse Owens Story Beyond the Miracle, and The Silent Boy.  He composed and orchestrated the scores to ArtsPower's Jigsaw Jones, Anne of Green Gables, Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing Up on the Prairie, Terrifically Tilly, A Little Princess, Caddie Woodlawn, Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great, Salem Justice, Are You My Mother? Anastasia Krupnik, Highlights for Children, Hans Brinker & the Silver Skates, Lily's Crossing, The Little Engine That Could Earns Her Whistle, From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, Mike Mulligan & His Steam Shovel and The Rainbow Fish, Amber Brown is Not A Crayon, My Heart in A Suitcase and Harry the Dirty Dog.  Richard is a respected jazz drummer and arranger and has toured and recorded with jazz legend Gerry Mulligan, Susannah McCorkle, Jackie and Roy, and many other world-class jazz musicians.  He is a new faculty member at University of North Texas University where he teaches jazz composition and arranging.  Richard is also affiliated with Jazz at Lincoln Center as an arranger for Wynton Marsalis and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra.  

FRED SORRENTINO (Costumer) has designed and built the costumes for ArtsPower’s Beyond the Miracle, Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing Up on the Prairie, Anne of Green Gables, Hans Brinker & the Silver Skates, A Little Princess, Terrifically Tilly, Salem Justice, Caddie Woodlawn, Are You My Mother? Anastasia Krupnik, Highlights for Children, Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great, Lily’s Crossing, The Little Engine That Could; Earns Her Whistle, From The Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, Mike Mulligan And His Steam Shovel, and The Rainbow Fish, Amber Brown is Not A Crayon, My Heart in A Suitcase, and Harry the Dirty Dog.  Fred is a gifted musician having earned a Bachelor’s degree in voice from Jersey City (NJ) State College.  A veteran performer in both operatic and musical theatre productions, Fred now maintains a busy schedule designing and building costumes.

ARTSPOWER NATIONAL TOURING THEATRE Celebrating our 25th anniversary in 2010, ArtsPower is one of America's largest and most respected producers of professional theatre for young and family audiences.  Founded by twin brothers Gary and Mark Blackman in 1985, ArtsPower has created 27 original musicals and plays that have been presented for more than 11 million people throughout 46 states and in the District of Columbia.  Based in Verona, New Jersey, ArtsPower hopes you enjoy today’s performance and invites you to share your comments with us at info@artspower.org.
