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AMBER BROWN IS NOT A CRAYON BRINGS CHARM AND ENERGY TO THE ARTSPOWER STAGE 


ArtsPower National Touring Theatre’s musical, Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon, is adapted from the best-selling series by Paula Danziger.  Told in a uniquely funny and forthright style, this story of a feisty young girl whose best friend is moving away will touch and entertain audiences everywhere; you’ll laugh and cry with Amber as she struggles to come to terms with Justin’s departure and learns some valuable lessons about the virtues of patience and the meaning of friendship.  [NAME OF PRESENTER] is presenting this original production on [DATES] at [SITE].  For ticket information, please call [PHONE NUMBER].


Amber Brown is one very unhappy third-grader.  She and Justin Daniels are the perfect team:  they laugh at each other’s jokes, sit next to each other in class, and stay best friends when Justin’s dad has to move to Alabama.  Even though some of the girls in her class are a bit too stuck-up for Amber’s taste, she knows she’ll be fine as long as Justin is around.

But now things are different.  Now Justin’s house has been sold and he is going to Alabama, too; that’s too far away from New Jersey to think about.  Amber is going to have to face the trials and tribulations of third grade alone!   


Losing a friend would have been bad enough.  But things get worse; the more Amber tries to bring up the subject of Alabama, the more Justin refuses to talk about it.  The more he acts as if he’s not a bit upset to lose his best friend, the madder Amber gets…until she finally vows she’ll never speak to Justin Daniels again.  Is there a happy ending in sight, or will this really be the worst year ever for Amber Brown?


Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon was adapted for the stage by ArtsPower’s artistic director Greg Gunning, who also wrote the lyrics and directed the production.  Composer/orchestrator Richard DeRosa created the original Broadway-style score.     
Mark and Gary Blackman founded ArtsPower in 1985 and have been steering its course ever since.  ArtsPower has grown into one of America’s premiere producers of professional Equity theatre for young and family audiences, the second-largest such company in the nation. Its 22 professional touring productions have been seen by nearly seven million people in 46 states - from Alaska to Florida - in some of the nation’s top cultural centers, including The Kennedy Center in Washington, DC and Lincoln Center in New York.   

“Amber Brown’s appeal is universal,” said executive producer Mark Blackman.  “Kids like her because she is never afraid to say what’s on her mind, and parents appreciate her sense of humor and her knack for getting a moral across without seeming preachy or unrealistic.  Plus, since the conflict she faces is one that many young people are familiar with, they easily identify with her dilemma.  We also took a lot of inspiration from Paula Danziger’s distinctively upbeat dialogue.”

ArtsPower is pleased to present another new production for the 2008-2009 season.   The Silent Boy is a drama based upon the critically-acclaimed book by two-time Newbery award-winning writer Lois Lowry. This one-hour, one-act dramatic adaptation will challenge and satisfy audiences as it recounts the special relationship between a young girl and a boy with autism.

Filling out ArtsPower’s touring roster for the 2008-2009 season are: Madeline and the Bad Hat, Judy Blume’s Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great, Amber Brown is not a Crayon, A Little Princess Christmas, My Heart in a Suitcase, Fish Face, Four Score and Seven Years Ago, From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, and Dance Asia, featuring Ms. Qi Shu Fang.
For more information on the Montclair, New Jersey-based company or any of its programs, please call toll-free 1.888.278.7769 or visit ArtsPower’s website at www.artspower.org.

Note to editors: Downloadable images of ArtsPower’s musical productions are available at www.artspower.org.  To request a hard copy photo or to arrange an interview with Gary Blackman, Mark Blackman, or Greg Gunning, please contact ArtsPower at 973.744.0909.
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