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USING THIS PERFORMANCE STUDY GUIDE

his A
Little
Princess
performance
study guide is
designed for
teachers to
use with
students
before and
after attending
the ArtsPower
production.
The guide
includes
information
and activities
intended to
increase
students’
understanding
of this and
other
theatrical

performances.

Sara’s Story
The Plot

page 5
This synopsis of the play
familiarizes students with

the main characters
and events.

Telling Sara’s Story
Through the Years

The Original and
the Other Versions
page 7
This page provides informa-
tion on Frances Hodgson
Burnett, author of the novel A
Little Princess. Books, audio

cassettes, videos, and other
resources are listed here.

Telling Sara’s Story
Through Imagination
The Fantasy Scenes
page 7
This page explains the
dramatization of scenes that
occur in a character’s imagi-
nation. Students are invited
to participate in an activity

that involves them in staging
portions of fantasy scenes.

Telling Sara’s Story

to You
Your Thoughts

page 12

This page invites students to
complete a business letter
that shares their thoughts
about A Little Princess

with ArtsPower.

Telling Sara’s Story
Through kines
The Dialogue

page S

This page invites students to
examine words from the
play’s script and make
inferences about plot
and characters.

Telling Sara’s Story

to an Audience

The Rehearsals and
Performances

page Il
This page provides
information on the roles of
the ArtsPower theatre
company and reminds
students of their roles as
audience members.
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TELLING SARA’S STORY THROUGH CHARACTERS

THE MAIN & SUPPORTING CHARACTERS

MAIN CHARACTERS

There are four main
characters in this play.
They are:

Captain Crewe=an officer in the
British army and Sara’s father.
After the death of his wife, he
raised Sara on his own. He calls
his beloved daughter his “little
princess.”

Sara Crewe=a
wealthy British
girl with a vivid
imagination.
Sara was raised
in India before
her father
enrolled her in
Miss Minchin’s
boarding school in
London.

Miss Minchin=the greedy and cruel-
hearted headmistress of
Sara’s boarding school.

Becky—a servant at Miss
Minchin’s school. She is an
- uneducated Cockney girl
"who is Sara’s age.

SUPPORTING CHARACTERS

Other characters who help tell the play’s story are supporting characters. In A Little
Princess, there are nine supporting characters or roles. The cast, however, does not have
13 actors. In theatre, “doubling” means that an actor plays more than one character.Three
actors in A Little Princess “double” in supporting roles:

The actor who plays
Captain Crewe doubles as...

The actor who plays
Miss Minchin doubles as...

The Rajah
(an East Indian ruler
in Sara’s stories)

An East Indian servant

Ram Das (an East Indian
man who befriends Sara
and Becky)

The sorceress
(a woman who uses magic)
in Sara’s stories

Ke-Byc

BOARDING

SCHOOL-
a school where
students live

HEADMISTRESS-

the woman
principal of a
private school

COCKNEY-

people from the
East End of
London. One way
their speech is
recognizable is
that they leave
the H’s off the
beginnings of
words. For
example, “here”
is pronounced
“ere,” “home is
pronounced
“ome.”

The actor who plays
Bechy doubles as...

An East Indian servant

(a young attendant
in Sara’s first story)

[ -

CHARACTER QUESTIONS

How can one actor play several different characters?
What changes can the actor make in appearance, movement, and voice?

Why do you think theatre companies like ArtsPower have actors double in roles?
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SARA’S STORY

THE PLOT

To understand the action of the play, read this plot summary of A Little Princess.

The main characters’ names appear in boldface type.

]
Indla, l?l‘+After the death of her mother,

young Sara Crewe and her father leave their home in India.
Captain Crewe must serve in the British Army. Sara will
attend a boarding school with other British girls. The captain

and his “little princess” sadly say good-bye to India and sail to
England.

London, I?I‘+Sara’s boarding school is

Minchin’s Select Seminary for Young Ladies. Miss Minchin, the
headmistress, is glad to have such a rich pupil. She
#« Promises to take good care of Sara.
i, Becky, a poor girl who works at the school, becomes Sara’s maid.
Becky loves Sara’s imaginative stories. The two girls become friends.
When Miss Minchin receives a letter saying that Captain Crewe died
penniless, she forces Sara to become a servant. Miss Minchin
sells all Sara’s belongings and makes her work to -
earn small amounts of food. Sara moves to
the attic with Becky.There she notices a
window across the roof from hers. Becky
says it’s a hospital window. Soon after,
the girls meet an East Indian man
named Ram Das who is standing in
that window. He feels sorry for the two

hungry girls. One day, he fills their attic room with
special treats.

When Miss Minchin discovers Ram Das’s surprise, she
accuses Sara of being a thief. She threatens to have her
arrested.

Will Sara escape Miss Minchin’s cruelty?
You will find out when you attend A kittle Princess.
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TELLING SARA’S STORY THROUGH LINES
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LINE DELIVERIES

Actors experiment with different ways to say or “deliver” their lines.Try delivering the above characters’
lines in different ways (boldly, fearfully, proudly, sadly, etc.).

When you attend A Little Princess, listen for these lines and for how the actors deliver them. Compare

their line deliveries to yours.
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TELLING SARA’S STORY THROUGH SONGS

THE MUSICAL

A musical is a play.with
music and-songs. The
music-and songs help to
establish-mood and
setting, tell the story,
express characters’
emotions and inner
thoughts, and move the
action forward. Lyrics
are the words of songs.
What do these lyrics from
A Little Princess tell you
about its plot and characters?

SARA AND
CAPTAIN CREWE

There is an endless sky that surrounds
us. Remember, I'm looking at it too.
And know I’'m thinking thoughts
of you.

MISS MINCHIN

Sara Crewe! The fire’s died!
Sara Crewe!
I’m not satisfied!
Sara Crewe! Where are you?
Sara Crewe! Sara Crewe!

SARA

This window is my only hope! I'm

trapped inside these prison walls!

Where’s the door? My escape? My
window to the other side of the wall?

BECKY

Sometimes | think | see the sky!
Someday | will get out of here!
To the other side of the wall!

EAST
INDIAN MUSIC

In A Little Princess, listen
for music and chanting that
suggest the country of India.

You will hear this music
playing while Sara tells some
of her stories and when Ram

Das prays. Listen also for

bits of dialogue and songs

in Hindustani, an East
Indian language.

Be A Lyricist

Write some lyrics that express your thoughts
about homework. Try to write at least four
lines. Your lyrics can rhyme, but they do not
have to. What style of music (shappy, slow,
smooth, rhythmic) do your lyrics need? What
do your lyrics tell about you? Share your
lyrics with your classmates.
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TELLING SARA’S STORY THROUGH IMAGINATION

In the movies and on TV, scenes that happen in people’s imaginations often begin with a wavy image on
the screen. Sometimes the film or video blurs or runs in slow motion.“Dreamy” music (often a harp) also
suggests that the action is not reality. It’s fantasy. It occurs in a character’s imagination.

A Little Princess dramatizes several scenes that occur in Sara Crewe’s imagination. She loves to create
and tell stories. Her stories reveal her fears and her future. Here are some ways to recognize
the fantasy scenes in this live performance:

Sara fells a story while other actors her narrafed e audionce
action. They exaggerate their movements and gestures: clues about an
. . t
“The decided that he must take his daughter away — up north — uP?ﬁTﬁzgpg,en
to a land where he felt she could be safe. Together they floated up the
i to act out with
.They floated past the and the different body movement
temples and ” and gestures, but
no words
*
a ruler in India
] " n i f
Music and sound effects emphasize Sara’s words: northern India
“The storm grew and grew! The waves tossed the boat!” and Bangladesh
% a temple in India
sorceress
a tall slender
tower on a
mosque (a
. . Moslem place of
The actors move in slow motion: S orship)

“The time had finally come for the great King Rajah to do battle. He
slowly lifted his magic sword over his head to signal his army to start 35";‘5’%1;‘(’:“28
to march forward.” control others

Act Out the Fantasy Scenes

Choose actors to mime the narrated action or create sound effects.
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8 TELLING SARA’S STORY THROUGH DRAMA

THE ADAPTATION
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n , a British-born American au F named Frances &1 "

Hodgson Burnett published the novel A Little Prigh#8s. In 1998, ArtsPower 4 S,

playwright Greg Gunning based his one-ac iSical play on her story.“Based

-4

on”” means that the playwright used { = R alrstory as a starting point. My *

#

-
Gunning kept some of the novel’s CrEracIEToR

bi 1 he also mgade
11y

e
many changes.The play is an adaptation o?"the.,ﬁ_b{;g i
The left-hand column of the chart below displays SBF‘H&._ Ve e o ]

in the novel, but were changed in the play. After the performanCefill =

right-hand column of the chart with the changes made in the play.

In the novel...

Sara never knew her mother because she
died during Sara’s birth.

In the musical play...

Captain Crewe puts Sara in boarding school
because the climate in India was bad for children.

Sara and her father shop together to purchase
Sara’s doll Emily.

Miss Minchin does not speak French. Sara charms
her French teacher with her ability to speak
his language.

At the boarding school, Sara has a French maid.

Two students named Ermengarde and Lottie
become Sara’s good friends.

Sara spends four years as a pupil at Miss Minchin’s
school before she is forced to be a servant there
for two years.

Captain Crewe is reported to have died because
of jungle fever and anxiety over the loss of his
money in diamond mines.
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TELLING SARA’S STORY THROUGH THE YEARS

The Author of A
Little Princess,
Frances Hodgson
Burnett was
born in 1849.
During the
American Civil
War, her family
moved to the United
States. She published her
first stories when she was a teenager. She
wrote over 40 books for adults and children.
Mrs. Burnett is best known for her children’s
books The Secret Garden, Little Lord Fauntleroy,
and A Little Princess.

A Little Princess was originally published in
1888 as Sara Crewe. In 1903, the author
rewrote Sara Crewe as a play entitled A Little
Princess. Finally, she added characters and
events to her original novel. She used the title
of her play for her longer new novel-

A Little Princess.

If you want to read the novel, A Little Princess, look for...

Burnett, Francis Hodgson. A Little Princess, illustrated by Tasha Tudor.
NY: J.B. Lippincott, 1985.

Burnett, Francis Hodgson. A Little Princess, illustrated by Graham
Rust. Boston: David R. Godine, 1994.

If you want to watch a video of A Little Princess, look for...
Warner Brothers Home Video. A Little Princess, 1995. (Note that
this adaptation changes the setting of Sara’s boarding school from
London to New York City.)

If you have access to the Internet, you can find an on-line copy of
A Little Princess at:

www.catawba.k12.nc.us/books/Ipress1l.txt

If you want to read more about Frances Hodgson Burnett,
look for...

Carpenter, Angelica, & Jean Shirley. Frances Hodgson Burnett: Beyond
the Secret Garden. Minneapolis: Lerner, 1990.

Thwaite, Ann. Waiting for the Party: The Life of Frances Hodgson
Burnett 1849-1924. NY: Scribner, 1974.
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10 TELLING SARA’S STORY THROUGH PICTURES

A THEATRICAL POSTER

ArtsPower National Touring Theatre presents...

Theatre
companies
advertise their
plays to
encourage
people to attend
performances.
One way to
advertise is
with a theatri-
cal poster.
After the
performance,
design a poster
for A Litfle
Princess. You
may wish to
illustrate some
of the charac-
ters or a
favorite scene.
When you are
done, share
your poster
with classmates
and family
members.

A B B E E R E BE R R R E R B BN R ECBE
REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY PAGE




hen you attend A Little
Princess, you will experience  changg, ancT
the work of
ArtsPower National Touring,
Theatre. ArtsPower is a
theatre company. In
theatre, a company is a week.

group of actors, The company of A Little

@fechnicians, designers, AI‘tSPOWEI‘ Princess is ready to perform.

y

pr‘esen’r I5 perrormances in a

NATIONAL TOURING THEATRE ,
producers, All they need now is you!

] 'ﬁ,.‘_ﬂdirec’rors, writers, and You are the audience. You play an
&kﬂ:‘} other artists who work  important role in the performance of A
{ "~ asateamtopresenta Little Princess. Your role reguires you fo
/ A performance. listen carefully and watch closely. s
5\ h\ \ The playwright wrote and revised  okay to laugh or applaud if you enjoy
{ the script. The actors auditioned  the play, but remember

for their parts and memorized ?‘ham‘ you and the ac’ror?% are o o MANAGER-
| their lines and songs. The in the same room. Talking, the person
) ) ) responsible for
designers created the sef, whispering, or making overgggl(ggagg the
costumes, and lighting, Everyone noise during the elements of a
) ) production
| involved worked until the play was performance will distract -
ready to tour. them and other audience a group of touring
. ' . actors, singers, or
¥ The company of A Little Princess isa members, too. Please help dancers
traveling froupe. The four actors and a the company present the PROPS-
bjects such
stage manager pach the sef, performance by playing, folle, treie o
bowls handled b
costumes, lights, and recording your role well. e ators

eguipment in a van. They bring the
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YOUR THOUGHTS

ArtsPower (Your address)
Would Like to
Hear From Date
You! ArtsPower National Touring Theatre
39 South Fullerton Ave.
Montclair, NJ 07042-3354
Dear ArtsPower:
| attended a performance of A Little Princess at
You may My favorite part of the play was
complete the
business letter My favorite character was
on this page or because
write your
own letter. Another thing | remember about the performance is

ARTSPOWER One thing | would change about the performance is

ONLINE

If you want to That’s because

communicate

EVASHETTE The best adjective | would choose to describe A Little

In . ;
uEiuss Princess is

web site, go to:

WWW.artspow -
power.org Sincerely,

and click on ““Kids.””

(Your signature)




